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U.S. EPA settles with Anaheim home improvement firm for failure to protect 

residents from lead-based paint 
Company to provide blood lead testing equipment to clinics in Orange and San Bernardino Counties  

LOS ANGELES – The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced a settlement with Powerstar 

Home Energy Solutions for failing to comply with federal lead-based paint rules at several residential 

properties in Southern California.  The company will pay a civil penalty of $11,429.  

Powerstar has also agreed to spend about $34,000 to purchase equipment to test blood lead levels in 

children. Blood lead analyzers will be donated to ten community health clinics in San Bernardino and 

Orange counties. The analyzers measure lead in blood samples and give results in as little as three 

minutes, allowing immediate follow-up by health care providers. The clinics will receive enough kits to 

test 480 children.  

“Children are highly susceptible to lead-based paint and symptoms are not easily recognized,” said 

Alexis Strauss, EPA’s Acting Regional Administrator for the Pacific Southwest. “This settlement will give 

hundreds of families the opportunity to have their children tested, giving parents the information they 

need to protect their loved ones.”  

Powerstar Home Energy Solutions, a trade name of Smithlum & Friend, Inc., is headquartered in 

Anaheim and offers residential coatings and window replacements. In 2014, EPA found the company 

violated EPA’s Renovation, Repair and Painting rule by renovating five homes built before 1978 in the 

cities of Anaheim, Brea, Chino and Redlands without following practices required to reduce lead 

exposure. The company failed to: 

 Become certified by EPA to perform residential work; 

 Distribute the “Renovate Right” brochure to educate occupants about lead-safe work practices; 

 Keep complete records documenting whether the work followed lead-safe practices. 

Common renovation activities like sanding, cutting, and demolition can create hazardous lead dust and 

chips. When companies fail to follow lead-safe practices, the resulting lead dust and chips can 

contaminate home surfaces. Contractors who disturb painted surfaces in pre-1978 homes and child-

occupied facilities must be trained and certified, provide educational materials to residents, and follow 

safe work practices. The U.S. banned lead-based paint from housing in 1978 but EPA estimates that 

more than 37 million older homes in the U.S. still have lead-based paint. 
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Though harmful at any age, lead exposure is most dangerous to children because their bodies absorb 

more lead, and their brains and nervous systems are more sensitive to its damaging effects. Babies and 

young children can also be more highly exposed to lead because they often put their hands and other 

objects that can have lead from dust or soil on them into their mouths. The effects of lead exposure can 

include behavior and learning problems, slowed growth, hearing problems, and diminished IQ.  

Often lead poisoning occurs with no obvious symptoms, so it may go unrecognized. Parents or 

caregivers who think their child has been in contact with lead should notify their child's health care 

provider who can help decide whether a blood test is needed or recommend treatment. 

EPA enforces the federal Toxic Substances Control Act and its Renovation, Repair, and Painting rule and 

the lead-based paint Disclosure Rule. The Renovation, Repair, and Painting rule protects residents and 

children from exposure to lead-based paint hazards from activities that can create hazardous lead dust 

when surfaces with lead-based paint are disturbed. The Disclosure Rule requires those who sell or rent 

housing built before 1978 to provide an EPA-approved lead hazard information pamphlet, include lead 

notification language in sales and rental forms, disclose any known lead-based paint hazards and 

provide reports to buyers or renters, allow a lead inspection or risk assessment by home buyers and 

maintain records certifying compliance with applicable federal requirements for three years. 

Learn more about lead poisoning and how it can be prevented: www.epa.gov/lead  

Learn about the Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) Rule: www.epa.gov/lead/renovation-repair-and-

painting-program 

Provide tips about RRP Rule violations: www.epa.gov/lead/pacific-southwest-lead-based-paint-tips-

complaints 
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